Installation of Master and Officers

__________________Lodge #_____

_______________, 2010


 Preparation

Opening W.M., S.W., J.W.  and Chaplain enter in single file and go directly to their stations, stand until W.M. (*)  

Public Opening

W.M.: Brethren and Guests, welcome to the opening of ______________ Lodge #___, Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin and the installations of its officers for the 2010 Masonic year.  

W.M. introduce opening officers

This evening for the opening of Lodge our S.W. is (___________________), J.W. ( __________________), and Chaplain (_______________ and I am (_________________) I will serve as W.M.   

W.M.:     


1. I will now to explain the use of the gavel. One rap calls up anyone whom is address, two raps call up only the Officers of the Lodge, three raps call up the entire Lodge, and one rap seats the Lodge.   

2. We will try it.  ( * * ) ( * )  

3. Explain the term “So Mote It Be”. Which is another way of saying: “The Will Of God Be Done.”

4. (Cell Phones)   Please turn all cell phones to silent or turn them off.
5. Should you wish to take photos please position yourselves to the front and move as you need to?
We will now proceed to open Lodge. 

Public Opening
W.M.:   The ways of virtue are beautiful.  Knowledge is attained by degrees.  Wisdom dwells with contemplation:  there we must seek her.  Let us then, apply ourselves with zeal to the practice of the excellent principles inculcated by the Craft.  Let us ever remember that the great objects of our Fraternity are the restraint of improper desires and passions, the cultivation of an active benevolence, and promotion of a correct knowledge of the duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves.  Let us cultivate the great moral virtues, which are laid down on our Masonic trestleboard and improve in everything that is good, amiable, and useful.    As with every important undertaking, we first invoke the blessing of deity.  Brother Chaplain.  ( * * * )  (uncover)

Chaplain: (Goes unescorted to altar and kneels) 

Almighty God, grant us grace to so conduct the affairs of this Lodge that all we do, and all we think, and all we say, may be inspired by Thy wisdom, to the end that we may do Thy will, to Thee shall be all honor and glory.  Amen.  

Response:  So mote it be.  (Recover)

W.M.:  Brother J.W., you will display the three lesser lights. 

J.W.:  Every Lodge has three lights situated east, west, and south; none in the north. 

W.M.:  Brother S.W., you will display the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses.  Those Three Great Lights of Masonry.

S.W.:  The Bible is dedicated to God, it being the gift of God to man.  The Square is dedicated to the Master, it being the proper emblem of his office, and should continually remind him of the duty he owes to the Lodge over which he is elected to preside.  The Compasses is dedicated to the Craft, for by a due attention to their use we are taught to circumscribe our desires and keep our passions within due bounds with all mankind. 

W.M.: “Brother S.W., you will conduct the Installing Officers to the Alter.” (done)
W.M.: “It is with a great deal of pleasure that I introduce you to the men who will conduct the installation of our officers.  Serving as: the Installing Chaplain is _________________________________________________ Masons of Wisconsin.  Tonight our Installing Marshal is __________________________ and serving as the Installing Master is ___________________________________________________________________________.   Please join me in welcoming them with a warm round of applause.” 

(W.M. Goes to Alter to greet Installing Master and escorts him to the east.)  

W.M.:  Brother S.W. you will escort the installing marshal and chaplain to their stations.
W.M.:  “Installing Master, it is a pleasure to have you preside over our installation, and I now take pleasure in presenting you the gavel.  (W.M. has a seat on the right side of the dais)

Installing Master:  (Offers some initial remarks)

Installation

Installing Master:   Installing Marshal, you will conduct the newly elected and appointed officers of __________________________ to the Alter.

Installing Master: Brethren and Guests, the Flag of the United States of America, escorted by the Sir Knights of _______________ Commandery No. ___(***).

Commander:  Cause the Flag of the USA to be posted.... 
Installing Master: Brethren and Guests, will you join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag?   (*)  Officers will remain standing. 

Installing Marshall you will conduct newly elected and appointed officers of ______________________ to the east facing west.

Installing Master: Brethren and guests, you now behold before you the officers who have been duly elected and appointed to serve this Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year and now declare themselves ready for installation.  If any of you have any reason to urge why they should not be installed, you will now make them known or else forever hereafter hold your peace.  Hearing no objections, I shall proceed to install them. 

Installing Marshal, you will conduct these brethren to the Altar, facing east. 

Master: As no man should ever engage in any great or important undertaking without first invoking the blessing of deity, the Chaplain will now lead us in prayer. 

(* * *)  (uncover)

Chaplain: (Goes unescorted to altar and kneels) Almighty God, Thou art our God and the God of our fathers before us: in Thee we live, and move, and have our being. Make us conscious of Thy presence.  Shed the light of Thy wisdom into our hearts, that the spiritual world may become more real to us.  We thank Thee for all the opportunities of life.  Bless the brethren who now stand before Thee and are about to be charged with the responsibility of conducting the affairs of this Lodge; give them grace to see Thy way, and to dispense Thy light.  Bless all our brethren and all people.  To Thy holy name shall be glory evermore.  Amen. 

Response: So mote it be.   All officers will remain standing (*) (Recover) 

Installing Master: Each officer will place his right hand over heart, and all speaking in unison, say I, pronounce his name, and repeat after me:    “I  _____________    promise upon my honor as a Mason / that I will, to the best of my ability, / conform to and abide by the ancient landmarks, / regulations and usages of Freemasonry, / the constitution and edicts of the Grand Lodge / and the By-laws of this Lodge, / and faithfully perform the duties of the office / for which I have been selected. 

Installing Master:   Installing Marshal, you will present the Worshipful Master’s at the altar for installation.  The other officers may be seated.  * (Done) 

Worshipful Master

Installing Marshal: M:.W:.   Installing Master: I present my worthy Brother, ___________________, to be installed Worshipful Master of this Lodge.  I find him to be of good morals, and of great skill, true and trusty: and as he is a lover of the fraternity where so ever dispersed over the face of the earth, I am sure he will discharge his duty with fidelity. 

Installing Master: My brother, previous to your investiture, it is necessary that you should signify your assent to those ancient charges and regulations, which point out the duty of a Master of a Lodge.  You will kneel at the altar and place your hands on the three Great Lights of Masonry. 

Do you agree to be a good man and true and strictly to obey the moral law: cheerfully to conform to the laws of the nation and submit to constituted authorities: promote the general good of society: and propagate the knowledge of our mystic art, according to its statutes? 

Answer: I do. 

Installing Master: Do you agree to be courteous to your brethren, faithful to your lodge, to respect genuine brethren, and to reject imposters, and all dissenters from the original plan of Freemasonry?  Further, do you admit that no person can be regularly made a Mason in, or admitted a member of any regular Lodge, without previous notice of due inquiry into his character; and do you also agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge without producing proper credentials and satisfying you as to his privilege to do so? 

Answer: I do. 

Installing Master: Do you agree to submit to the action and resolutions of your brethren in Lodge convened, in every case consistent with the Constitution and By-laws of the Fraternity; and to pay homage to the Grand Master, and to strictly conform to every edict of the Grand Master? 

Answer: I do. 

Installing Master: Do you promise a regular attendance on the committees and communications of the Grand Lodge; and that the landmarks are to be observed; and that no new lodge can be formed without permission of the Grand Lodge; and that no recognition ought to be given to an irregular Lodge or Mason? 

Answer: I do. 

Installing Master: Brother ____________, in consequence of your conformity to the charges and regulations of the Craft, you are now duly installed Worshipful Master of this Lodge, in full confidence of your care, skill and capacity to govern the same. You will now arise and be invested with the jewel of your office. 

Installing Master:  Installing Marshal, you will conduct our Brother to the East, and then return to the altar to display the implements of our Craft.

Installing Master: The various implements of Masonry are emblematic of our conduct in life, and upon this occasion are carefully enumerated. 

The Holy Writings, that great light in Masonry, will guide you to all truth; it will direct your paths to the temple of happiness, and point out to you the whole duty of man. 

The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and line, and to harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. 

The Compasses teach us to limit our desires in every station, 

that rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected and die regretted. 

The Rule directs that we should punctually observe our duty, press forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right, nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

The Line teaches the criterion on moral rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to direct our steps to the path which leads to immortality. 

The Book of Constitutions you are to search at all times. Cause it to be read in your Lodge, that all may be aware of the excellent precepts it enjoins.

You will now receive The Charter, (_____________ stands and presents the Charter to ______) by the authority of which this Lodge is held.  You are carefully to preserve it, and in no case should it ever be out of your immediate control.  At the expiration of your term of office you will deliver it to your successor. 

Lastly, you will receive in charge The By-laws of your Lodge, which you are to see carefully and punctually executed. 

(* * *) 

Installing Master: I now present you the gavel; a symbol of your authority. One rap calls up anyone whom you may address, two raps call up the Officers of the Lodge, three raps call up your entire Lodge, and one rap seats the Lodge. 

Master, behold your brethren; brethren and friends, behold your Master; salute him with a hearty round of applause. 

Worshipful Master, seat your Lodge. ( * )   You may be seated.
Installing Master:   Installing Marshal, present the Senior Warden for installation. 

S. Warden

Installing Marshal:    Installing Master, I present Brother ___________________ who has been elected Senior Warden of this Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master: Brother _______________ you have been elected Senior Warden of this Lodge and are now invested with the jewel of your office.  Brother Senior Warden, the level demonstrates that we are descended from the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same hope; and though distinctions among men are necessary, yet no high station should make us forget we are brethren. Your regular attendance at stated communications is essential.  In the absence of the Master you are to govern this Lodge; in his presence, you are to assist him in the government of it.  I firmly rely on your knowledge of Masonry, and attachment to the Lodge, for the faithful discharge of the duties this important trust.  Look well to the west. 

Installing Marshal, conduct the Senior Warden to his station and present the Junior Warden for Installation.

J. Warden

Installing Marshal:  Installing Master, I present Brother 
__________________________, who has been elected to serve this Lodge as Junior Warden for the ensuing Masonic year.

Installing Master:  Brother __________________________, you have been elected Junior  Warden of this Lodge and are now invested with the jewel of your office.
Brother Junior Warden, the plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations, to hold the scale of justice in equal balance, to observe the just medium between intemperance and pleasure, and to make our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of our duty.  To you is committed the superintendence of the Craft during the hours of refreshment.  You shall act as liaison between the Lodge and any related youth groups and shall make periodic reports to the Junior Grand Warden and to your Worshipful Master. Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly requested and I have no doubt you will faithfully perform the duties which pertain to your station.  Look well to the south. 

Installing Marshal, conduct the Junior Warden to his station and present the (Treasurer & Secretary or Secretary/Treasure) for installation.

Treasurer & Secretary
I.Mas. – “Installing Marshal, please introduce the Treasurer and Secretary for installation.”

I.Mar. – (moves to side of Treasurer and Secretary – has them rise and approach the altar)
“I have the pleasure to present brothers (names them), who have been elected Treasurer and Secretary for the ensuing Masonic year.”  

I.Mas. – “You will now be invested with the jewels of your respective offices.” (Done.)

Treasurer
I.Mas. - “Brother ___________, it is the Treasurer’s duty to receive money paid into the lodge from the hands of the Secretary, keep a just and true account thereof, and pay them out by order of the Worshipful Master and consent of the Lodge.  At every meeting you are to report on the income and disbursements of the lodge. A copy of your report shall be submitted to the secretary to be included in the minutes of each meeting.  I trust your regard for the Fraternity will prompt you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office.” 

Secretary 
I.Mas. - “Brother Secretary it is your duty to observe the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master in recording the proceedings of the lodge; transmit a copy thereof to the Grand Lodge when requested; to receive all monies paid into the lodge and pay them over to the Treasurer, taking his receipt therefor. Your good inclination to Freemasonry and this lodge will induce you to discharge the duties of your office with fidelity, and by so doing you will merit the esteem of your brethren.” 



“Installing Marshal, please conduct the Secretary and Treasurer to their places.”  (Done.)

Installing Marshal: Installing Master, I present Brother _________________________, who has been elected Secretary/Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master:  Brother ______________, you have been elected Secretary/Treasurer of this Lodge and are now invested with the jewel of your office.  It is your duty to receive all monies paid into the lodge keep a just and true account thereof, and pay them out by order of the Worshipful Master and consent of the Lodge.   A copy of your financial report shall be included in the minutes of each meeting.  I trust your regard for the Fraternity will prompt you to the faithful discharge these duties.  It is also your duty to observe the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master in recording the proceedings of this Lodge and transmit a copy thereof to the Grand Lodge when requested.  Your good inclination to Freemasonry and this lodge will induce you to discharge the duties of your office with fidelity, and by so doing you will merit the esteem of your brethren.

Installing Marshal, conduct the Secretary/Treasure to his station and present the Chaplain for installation. 
Chaplain

Installing Marshal: Installing Master, I present Brother _________________ who has been appointed Chaplain for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master: Brother ___________, you have been appointed Chaplain of this Lodge, and are now invested with the jewel of your office. It is your duty to perform those solemn services which remind us of our creator whose spirit is refining our souls, strengthening our virtues, and purifying our minds, that we might fulfill our lives in service to him, as we serve others in Masonry and all people throughout the world. 

Installing  Marshal, conduct the Chaplain to his place and present the Deacons for installation. 

Deacons

Installing Marshal:   Installing Master, I present Brothers _________________ and ___________________ who have been appointed Senior and Junior Deacon respectively for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master: My Brothers you have been appointed Deacons of your Lodge, and are now invested with the jewel of your office. 

It is your province to attend on the Master and Wardens, and to act as their proxies in the active duties of the Lodge, such as in the reception of candidates into the Degrees of Masonry: the introduction and accommodation of visitors, and in the immediate practice of our rites. 

Installing  Marshal, conduct the Deacons to their places and present the Stewards for installation. 

Stewards

Installing Marshal:   Installing Master, I present Brothers 
___________________and ___________________ who have been appointed Senior and Junior Steward respectively for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master:  My Brothers, you have been appointed Stewards of this Lodge, and are now invested with the jewel of your respective offices. 

Your duties are to see that the tables are properly furnished at refreshment, and that every brother is suitably provided for, and generally to assist the Deacons and other Officers in performing their duties. Your regular and early attendance will afford the best proof of your devotion and attachment to the Lodge. 

Installing Master: Installing  Marshal, conduct the Stewards to their places and present the Counselor for installation. 

Counselor

Installing Marshal:   Installing Master, I present Brother _______________ who has been appointed Counselor for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Master:  My Brother, you have been appointed to serve as Counselor of this Lodge and are now invested with the jewel of your office. Your responsibilities include working with the candidates of this Lodge who have been elected for degrees. Your goals are to increase the knowledge and understanding of the younger craftsmen in Masonry by following the guidelines found in the Counselor's Handbook and other avenues. You are further charged to take a leadership role in the general Masonic educational activities of this Lodge. Your diligence and dedication to your expected tasks will be measured through the growth of this Lodge and the increased Masonic understanding of its members. 

Installing Master: Installing Marshal, conduct the Counselor to his place and present the Tiler for installation. 

Tiler

Installing  Marshal:   Installing Master, I present Brother ____________________________  to be installed as Tiler for the ensuing Masonic year. 

Installing Officer:  My Brother, you have been appointed Tiler of this Lodge, and are now invested with the jewel and implement of your office. 

The sword is placed in the hand of the Tiler to enable him to guard against the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, and allow none to pass or repass except such as are duly qualified. Your early and punctual attendance will afford the best proof of your zeal for the institution. 

Installing  Marshal, conduct the Tiler to his place, and present the Trustees for installation.

Trustee

Installing  Marshal:   Installing Master, I present Brother ________________ to be installed as a Trustee of this Lodge. 

Installing Master:  My Brother, you have been elected by the members of your Lodges to serve in the important capacity as Trustee. The specific duties which govern and control your responsibilities and activities are clearly spelled out in the Masonic Code of Wisconsin. You are charged to be familiar with and to comply with these regulations. 

You are to work under the direction of your Master in a cooperative and productive manner, and in line with the By-laws of your Lodge and the Statutes of the State of Wisconsin. You are charged to supervise the property, investments, legal activities and certain funds of your Lodge unless otherwise specified in your Lodge By-laws, and always with the approval of the Lodge. Accurate and regular reports, reflecting your meetings, decisions and recommendations are to be given in open Lodge and recorded in the Lodge's minutes. The status and financial growth of your Lodge, in many ways, is directly influenced by your dedicated efforts and cooperative relationship with your Lodge. You may be seated. 

Installing Master:  Worshipful Master, please stand. (W.M. stands), the Grand Lodge having committed to your care the superintendence and government of the brethren who constitute this Lodge, you cannot be insensible to the obligations which devolve upon you as their head, nor of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of the important duties pertaining to your station.  By our regulations, your are the chairman of the finance committee of your lodge, it is your committee’s responsibility to assure yourselves that the funds of the lodge are proper accounted.  The honor, reputation and usefulness of your Lodge will materially depend on the skill and care with which you manage its concerns. The happiness of its members will be generally increased in proportion to the zeal and ability with which you promote the genuine principles of our institution. You may be seated. (W.M. is seated) 

Brother Senior and Junior Wardens, please stand. (Wardens stand), 

You are too well acquainted with the principles of Masonry to warrant any apprehension that you will be found wanting in the discharge of your respective duties. You are carefully to assist the Master in the discharge of his trust, diffusing light and imparting knowledge to all whom he shall place under your care. In the absence of the Master, you will succeed to higher duties. By our regulations, your are the the other members of the finance committee of your lodge, it is your committee’s responsibility to assure yourselves that the funds of the lodge are proper accounted.  Your commitment must, therefore, be such that the Craft may never suffer for want or proper instruction. You may be seated. 

Brethren of __________________________ Lodge  #___; such is the nature of our constitution that, as some must necessarily go and teach so others must, of course, learn to comply. Humility in both is an essential duty. The Officers who have been selected to govern your Lodge are sufficiently familiar with the customs of society and the laws of Freemasonry, to avoid exceeding the powers with which they are entrusted; and you are of too generous dispositions to envy their position. I, therefore, trust that you have but one aim; to please each other and unite in the Grand design of being happy and communicating happiness. May the tenets of Masonry be transmitted through your Lodge, pure, unimpaired, from generation to generation. 

Installing Marshal, make the proclamation. 

Installing Marshal: In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin and by virtue of the authority upon me conferred I proclaim the officers of ______________ Lodge #___ regularly and duly installed. 

I proclaim it in the south, I proclaim it in the west, I proclaim it in the east. 

Installing Master:  Brethren and Guests salute your officers with applause. (Done) 
Hat Presentation

Installing Master: In ancient times, kings wore a crown as an insignia of royal dignity and power, but in Masonic Lodges, agreeable with that ancient custom, the Worshipful Master wears a hat as a mark of distinction and as an emblem of his official authority over the Lodge.  While the Lodge is at work, you, as Worshipful Master will wear a hat of your choice which is now present to you.  It is to be removed during prayer, in the presence of the Grand Master, in Church and other times when indicated in our ritual.  It may also be removed on occasion for your comfort and convenience.  

Worshipful Master, it is with pleasure I return the gavel of authority to you. May you wield it with wisdom and brotherly love.
This is where other presentations are made:

Gavel –  

Introduce your Wife and friends, 

Call upon your officers in order through trustee to introduce their guests

Presentations –

Sr. Warden Pin

Master’s Pin

Past Master’s Apron, Pin and Certificate

Other presentations:

You present a gift to your Lady - go to where she is seated present it.

Your remarks: .
.
.
.
.
.
.


All Lodge officers will great all our guests after photos.

Immediately upon closing all installing officers and Lodge officers will immediately report to the east for photographs. 

Public Closing

W.M.: Brethren, we are now to quit this retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties you have heard so frequently taught and forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be diligent, prudent, temperate and discreet. Every human being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend more especially to the household of the faithful. Finally, Brethren, be ye all of one mind; live in peace, and may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you. 

So we end our labors, Brethren and Guests, in the same manner in which we began our labors. Brother Chaplain.

( * * * ) 

Chaplain: (from Altar) Supreme Grand Master, ruler of heaven and earth; now that we are about to separate and return to our respective places of abode, wilt Thou be pleased so to influence our hearts and minds that we may each one of us practice out of the Lodge those great moral duties which are taught in it, and with reverence study and obey the laws which Thou hast given us in Thy holy word. Amen. 

Response: So mote it be. 

W.M.: Brother S.W., you will secure the Holy Bible, square and compasses. (Done) 

W.M.: Brother Junior Warden you will extinguish the three lesser lights. (Done) 

W.M.: Brethren and Guests, you are dismissed. (*) 

ALL OFFICERS & TRUSTEES UP FRONT for PHOTOS!!!!! 

Opening

Chaplain: (Goes unescorted to altar and kneels) 

Almighty God, grant us grace to so conduct the affairs of this Lodge that all we do, and all we think, and all we say, may be inspired by Thy wisdom, to the end that we may do Thy will, to Thee shall be all honor and glory.  Amen.  
Installation 

Chaplain: (Goes unescorted to altar and kneels) Almighty God, Thou art our God and the God of our fathers before us: in Thee we live, and move, and have our being. Make us conscious of Thy presence.  Shed the light of Thy wisdom into our hearts, that the spiritual world may become more real to us.  We thank Thee for all the opportunities of life.  Bless the brethren who now stand before Thee and are about to be charged with the responsibility of conducting the affairs of this Lodge; give them grace to see Thy way, and to dispense Thy light.  Bless all our brethren and all people.  To Thy holy name shall be glory evermore.  Amen. 
Closing
Chaplain: (from Altar) Supreme Grand Master, ruler of heaven and earth; now that we are about to separate and return to our respective places of abode, wilt Thou be pleased so to influence our hearts and minds that we may each one of us practice out of the Lodge those great moral duties which are taught in it, and with reverence study and obey the laws which Thou hast given us in Thy holy word. Amen. 
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